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scendants of the Turkish race which entered the country
during the thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,
but also Arabs, Circassians, Albanians, Lazes, Pomaks,
Yuruks, Kizilbashis and others."
Despite their Tartar and Mongolian origin, rarely does
one find the purely Mongolian type, so mixed has the
original race become with the native population. The
reason is stated succinctly by Lord Bryce (3):
"Very little Turkman blood flows in the veins of the
modern Mohammedan population of Asia Minor and
Europe; hardly more perhaps than there is of Frankish
blood in the modern French. That population is com-
posed mainly of the descendants of those subjects of the
Eastern Roman empire who embraced Islam as the tide
of Seljukian and Ottoman conquest advanced westward
and northward, partly also of the mongrel race which has
sprung from the marriage of Osmanlis with the Greek,
Georgian, Circassian, and Slavonic captives brought in
by the perpetual slave trade; and of janissaries, the off-
spring of Christian parents seized in childhood, and
brought up as Mohammedans. How little of the true
Turk there is in the modern Ottoman may be seen by
any one who will .compare the heavy languid faces and
flabby figures of the Turkish royal family for instance,
with their drooping eyelids, smooth foreheads, and sen-
sual rounded outlines, and the firm, hard, angular bony
features, small, fierce, restless eyes and well-knit frames
of the genuine Turkman or Tatar of the Aral or Caspian
steppes."
Since the boundaries of the present Turkey are so
limited as to make the Turk the leading Mohammedan
race and to place the emphasis on Turkey for the Turks,
the characteristics of the race as such are being very
naturally discussed more and more and with great vari-
ance of opinion. On one point all authorities seem
agreed, that the Turk has not adapted himself to business

